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OFF'ICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Clarification regarding Sub-sections (a) and (5
Infomation Act, 2005.

':
',,r, 3' Contents of this OM may be brought to the notice of all concemed.

2. According to the ,A.ct, it is the responsibility of the officer who is designated as
the PIO by the public authorify to provide infonnation to the applicant or reject the
application for any reasons specified in sections 8 and 9 of the Act. The Act enables
the PIO to seek assistance of any other officer to enable him to provide information tothe intbrmation seeker, but it does not give him authority to designate any other
officer as PIo and direct him to send replyto the applicant. bh" irrrport of sub-section
(5) of section 5 is that, if the officer whose assistince is sought Uy ttre pIO, does notI render necessary help to hirn, the Information Cornmission Lay 

"irnpose 
penalty on

' zuch'officer or recommend disciplinary action against him the salne way as the- 
-Cornrnission 

may impose penahy on or r".o**.id disciplinary action uguirrrt th*
PIO.
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1.

2.

(K.G.Venna)
DirectorAll the Ministries / Departrnents of the Government of India

u*ion Public service cornrnission/ Lok sabha sectt./ Rajya sabha.
Secretariat/ Cabinet Secretariat/ Central Vigilance Comnnission/ preside't,s

*** , ,::Jti.:-._:........' AUG ?000 t;*r mr,

R)Sub-sections(4)and(5)ofsection5ofthe*

- ,/pi|"ide that a Public Information officer (PIo) *uy r.ik the assisrance of any other
\1 olltcer fbr proper discharge of his/her duties. The officer, whose assistance is soJ sought, shall render all assistance to the PIO and shall be treated as a pIO for the

r- 'i, plt:pose 
^of 

contravention of the provisions of the Act. It has been brought ; th;
notice of this Department that some PIOs, using the above provision of th. A"t,
transfer the RTI applications received by them to other officers and direct them to
send information to the applicants as deerned PIO. Thus, they use the above;#;;
provision to designate other officers as pIO.

ii.-€--:..*..S..,--o-..P.-
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Pensioners Welfare'
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6.

Copy to: Chief Secretaries of all the StatesAJTs'
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sls I ss wFK a 5sfffi {iEFtd srEqTFf zm q'dIa rra' sffizjt 61 drfi

ffir 3{frffiltr h w fr q-fiTtrrd mrA S Aq qi{& s r

?. :ftffiq fi' squrr, qraT rr6t;{ mqt srerer srRHq-fi frI qTrdJ I

.3tt{9frfrGiftgffit*wilt.}TraFtr*drft{€a6TaT5€"3TMT
q,r ETR-iq F ffi dtn qrnrfirsi i drqi ry i1fte* s' sq d q-d-dlFd

f6-qr H r g{Rfiqa * dlfi'qE-dT 3{Mr 6t ffiI rra gffit S q-dr€rfrr

Hffi tn, qrEtna S-€ftru frtqT t ATfu'qfl 3{l?Rerfi'W4r S6f, mW EF{ qfr

lffiF.{3{Rffi5$FFs3]'q3iMrEhltq}cFwaT3rffifi.sq'd
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FffiT * f$s a{S" * 3TItrT ffiI atm qa-ai 3itrFffi'* qT ?fifu GrdTr Hqtf,r-S

3TamT ;lr* ftsd s-4elrrrf+* 6rtEr$ fi ffi{qT ffi €6riT H I

3. Ffr ffidrf,'"q' w-q-fr fr 3i--?+{E 4t} €e{T E,-ffitIclT ff EH,I;T H rqr€IT arq I
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1. sTl{d {T{6K fi €sfi- e-*rrq'zftsTrrT-
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