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Subject- Declsion dated 3.4.200B of the High Court of Bombay at Goa in Wrii Petition (' f\

NO.419 of 2007 in the case of Dr. Celsa Pinto Vs. Goa State Information -----~\.-c.11
Cornm; ...,~i\..Jliregarding illformation Uflde!" the Righi to information Act. 2005.

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

****
The undersigned is directed to say that the- High Court of Bombay at Goa in the above

referred case has heJd on 3.4.2008 that the teml 'information' as defined in the Right TO

Information Act does not include answers to the questions like 'why'. The relevant part of the
.il1dg~rnent is reproduced below:

"The definition of information cannot include within its fold answ~rs to the
qUo~s1:\on"why'" whieh would be same thmg as asking th(~ reas'on for a
JustifIcation for a particular riling. l'hc publlc information author!tlcs cannot
expect to commuriicaw to the (:ilizt';lJ tbe reason \-vhy a ctmain thing was done
or not dODi: in the st:nse of a iuslificat!on because the citizen make.~ a
reqUlSltlOn about informatIon. Justd'ications are matter withm the domain of
adjudicailng authoiitles and cannGt properly be classified as infonnltion.'·. - -- ~ - ----_. ---

This may be brought to the notice of ali _~o_n(;.eme(L
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(K.C3. Verma)
Director
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1. All tile Ministries / Depul1'mcnts of the Government oflnd>"
2. Union Public Service Commission! Lok Sabha Sectt.i RajYDSabha Secretariat! Cabinet

Secretariati Central Vigilance Commlssion/ President's Secretariat! Vice-President's
Secretariat! Prime Minister's Officei Planning Commission/Election Commission.

3. Central1nfonnation CommissiOlv·St.ate Information Comrnissions.
4. St2.ff Selection Commission, eGO Compiex, New Delhi
5. 0/0 the Comptroller&Audil.or General of lndia, 10, Bahadur Shab Zatar Marg, Ne'vv

Delhi.
6. All officers/Dc!;\cs/Sections, DOP&T and Department of Pension & Pensioners

Tel: 2]0921.18

Welfare.

Copy to Chief Se(·.ret.arie~;ni"aU the St:.lks'l.To;


